Peaceworks Quarterly Newsletter — Summer 2009

Our Summer newsletter comes to you with warm greetings from a very sunny Bognor
Regis (well today, anyway!) This is mailed with thanks to all our supporters who
partner with us in finance, friendship, prayer and solidarity.

Europe Africa Reconciliation Partnership — Rwanda, July 2009
This July saw the fourth successful conference held in
Africa by the EARP partners. It was held in Rwanda in
the town of Gitarama, South West of the capital Kigali,
and was linked into a National Healing and
Reconciliation Conference that took place. Church
leaders from several European countries met with over
150 pastors, church leaders and government officials
from Rwanda and surrounding African nations for a time

of healing where leaders acknowledged, confessed and sought forgiveness for the

past, in particular the genocide of 1994.

Following this, in September we will hold a consultation in the UK with key partners
and leaders of EARP, including Peaceworks. We will look at how the partnership can
move from a place of repentance for our shared history of violence and exploitation in
Africa, to a place of building constructive partnership through trade and business as a
vehicle for restitution. Please pray for the meeting in September , as we seek
God'’s lead on how to best move forward. Please also pray for provision and
protection for those travelling from afar to Ashburnum, East Sussex.

Arun Angels — God’s love on the streets of Bognor

We are thrilled to report that the Arun Angels project is up and running, headed up by
Derek Baker, who recently started as Project Coordinator. Derek (2™ from left in the
photo) is currently recruiting volunteers
from local churches to be the ‘Arun
Angels’ when the scheme plans to
launch on 5™ December. The street
angels will work in teams on the
streets of Bognor on Saturday nights
to provide a listening ear and practical
help to those who are or have become
vulnerable in the late night economy.
The aim is to provide support and a
reassuring presence in an B
unconditional and non-judgmental way based on the biblical example of the Good
Samaritan.

Similar projects across the UK have dramatically reduced the incidence of reported
crime in the areas they operate, as well as reducing the fear of crime amongst the
public. Here at Peaceworks we feel privileged to be leading on this, as it involves
local churches, the council, police and local businesses, pubs and clubs working
together in partnership to deliver this very practical project in Bognor. The photo
above is of the Arun Angels management committee who represent the diversity of
churches and agencies involved in the project.

Please pray for Derek during this important stage of setting up the project, and for
funding needed to sustain this work in the long-term.
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Peer Mediation in Schools — new school year approac  hes fast!

As we gear up for the start of the school year, we say goodbye to Holly Ellson who
has been a valued member of the Education team for the last year. She starts a
PGCE at Chichester University and will no doubt be an advocate for the Peer
Mediation in Schools Programme in the Secondary’s where she does teaching
practice! We have just completed a recruitment process and look forward to
welcoming two new Educators to the team this term.

The schools work continues to grow and flourish. This

academic year we will continue to work with the

Angmering family of schools, teaching students in

every school in the locality from Infants to Sixth

Formers. This locality-wide work is exciting but does

bring its challenges, including working in very small

village schools with vertical classes! This autumn

term will see us launch peer mediation schemes in 11 schools, and in 9 of those,
deliver training to all staff. Please do pray for our team, for on-going funding
streams and for the new education team members.

Peaceworks Mediation Skills Training

This summer we delivered our successful, accredited MST course in two new
locations; in June we ran a residential course in a beautiful country house setting in
North Wales, and in July we ran a course for Isle of Wight Council staff in Cowes.
Looking ahead, we will run the Mediation Skills Training course in Bognor Regis at
the Best Western Beachcroft Hotel in September and again in January 2010. From
September onwards course will be split into three units delivered separately, making
it more flexible. We are running the course in Bognor on the following dates:

21-23 Sept 09 (Foundation), 1-2 Oct 09 (Intermediate) and 17 Oct 09 (Advanced).
25-27 Jan 10 (Foundation), 4-5 Feb 10 (Intermediate) and 27 Feb 10 (Advanced).

We will also return to North Wales (pictured) to run a
residential course in late Spring 2010 — dates to be
confirmed. There are still a limited number of places
available on the September course, please do get in touch
if you are interested. Please pray for the right delegates
to come on the course.

Other news

Our project to provide mediation interventions for families in crisis continues to grow,
working alongside Social Service and Police teams who refer the cases to us. This
growing area of work is lead by Annie Sneller, who has put in the groundwork to
establish a good reputation for Peaceworks with the statutory agencies.

The long-awaited new Peaceworks website is currently under-construction with a
web designer. We anticipate it going live soon, and are excited about the potential to
reach more people, organisations and funders. In the meantime, please do continue
to check our current site for news, updates and training information.

Thanks for your support — this really is a team effort!

Chris Seaton & Becky Rust for Peaceworks Staff & Trustees
Town Hall, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1LD, Telefax: 01243 820604
chris@peaceworks.org.uk becky@peaceworks.org.uk www.peaceworks.org.uk
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