Peaceworks Quarterly Newsletter — Spring 2009

This Spring newsletter comes with our greetings and thanks to you for your continued
support of Peaceworks — financially, in prayer and through friendship. You may
remember that at the time of our Autumn ‘08 newsletter we were in a period of staff
change with a much reduced Educator Team and Tony leaving. Following a busy
recruitment stint at the end of 2008, we are very pleased to welcome three new
people to the Peaceworks team; Holly Ellson and Linda Doughty as Educators and
Becky Rust to the newly created role of Programme Coordinator.

Staff Changes

We see the next couple of years as a time of building towards expansion for
Peaceworks, and one of the important factors now in

place to help this happen is the new Programme

Coordinator, Becky Rust.

For the last four years, Becky has been working for
Christian Aid as their Sussex Area Coordinator,
where her main role was working with churches and
supporters across the region to facilitate fundraising
and campaigning. Prior to that, she worked in the
voluntary sector in Bristol, her home town. She now
lives in Brighton and worships at a local church
called City Gate. Becky will primarily be based in the
Peaceworks office, working with Chris and Sharon on
four core programmes.

Holly Ellson and Linda Doughty joined Kay, Annie and Mary in January to bring our
Educators Team back up to capacity, and our Peer Mediation in Schools work is
storming ahead. Please pray for all our staff team, for a good induction process.

Arun Angels

An exciting new project is in the planning stage which will make Bognor's streets
safer for Saturday night revellers. Called ‘Arun Angels’ the project will involve small
teams of adult volunteers (or Angels) working together out on the streets, to care for
and provide practical support to the people who use the pubs and night clubs in the
town centre on a Saturday night.

The project follows very successful models
already running up and down the country — all of
which have proven to dramatically reduce the
number of serious and violent incidents on the
streets at night, often fuelled by alcohol. The
Arun Angels will be on hand to help diffuse any
potential fights or anti-social behaviour, as well
as providing a friendly smile, a listening ear and
any practical help that those who've had a bit too
much to drink might need.

Peaceworks is leading on the Arun Angels project, after being invited last year by the
Arun Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership to help set up the initiative. This is a
fantastic opportunity to work with Churches Together in Bognor Regis & District in
partnership with the statutory agencies including the police and local authorities.
Arun Angels will enable the churches to work together, and to make a genuine and
relevant impact to our local community. We hope to launch the project some time in
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the winter, if possible in time for the Christmas revelries. At the time of writing, we
are negotiating over raising the budget and the scope of the role of the Project
Coordinator. Once agreed, we will recruit for this post. Please pray for this process
and for strong partnerships between all the parties.

Mediation for families in crisis

After a long period of laying the groundwork and building relationships with statutory
agencies, we are now experiencing progress and real breakthrough in our mediation
intervention work. Peaceworks has been engaged in a service level agreement to
offer ten mediation cases over in the Adur District of West Sussex this year, with the
possibility of this becoming a rolling contract.

In anticipation of an increasing workload of
mediation cases we will be undertaking with
families in crisis, we are currently building up a
base of volunteer assistant mediators who will
support the Peaceworks staff in cases. Please
pray that our work will enable us to bring God’s
peace, love and reconciliation into difficult
situations.

Peaceworks Mediation Skills Training

Since the autumn newsletter, we have provided training to delegates in Bognor
Regis, and tailored peer mediation training to students at Chichester Uni, all with the
excellent feedback we have come to expect. We have two more accredited training
courses booked in for 2009, and others in the pipeline. The next planned course
takes place 15-19 June in Crogen, Denbighshire . This will be a unique opportunity
to take our course in an outstanding country house setting in North Wales. It will also
be the last opportunity to receive our Mediation Skills Training in its current format of
five consecutive days. From September onwards our Mediation Skills Training will
be split into three sections delivered separately. This course will be run in Bognor
Regis on the following dates: 21-23 September (Foundation course), 1-2 October
(Intermediate course) and 17 October (Advanced course).

Please pray for the courses to fill with the right people and for effective training and
encounter in peace-making to be had by all involved.

Other news

The Peer Mediation in Schools work is continuing to expand with the increased
capacity that Holly and Linda have brought to the schools team. We are increasingly
working with ‘school families’ in West Sussex. Back in Autumn Term, the Angmering
family of schools signed up for Peaceworks inputs across all schools in the locality.
‘School family’ or ‘locality’ work such as this, allows us to have a greater impact by
working with students right through from infant school to sixth form. We appreciate
your continued prayers for all our work with childr en and young people.

Thanks for your support — this really is a team effort!
Chris Seaton for Peaceworks Staff & Trustees

Town Hall, Clarence Road, Bognor Regis, PO21 1LD
Telefax: 01243 820604

chris@peaceworks.org.uk

www.peaceworks.org.uk
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